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j" .ABSTRACT] 

PURPOSE: To provide a hierarchicaT^data preservation system with improved 
extendability . 



CONSTITUTION: The data preservation devices la-lc are hierarchically 
interposed between a network N and a lowest ? data preservation device 2. The 
data preservation devices la-lc are composed of controllers 11a- 11c and 
data storage devices 12a 12c. When data are supplied from a host device, 
the controllers 11a- 11c store the data in their own data storage devices 
12a 12c or transfer the data to the low-order data preservation device by a 
prescribed judgement standard. When a data request is supplied from the 
host device, their own data storage devices 12a- 12c are retrieved and the 
pertinent data are taken out and sent out to the host device when they are 
present. When the pertinent data are not present, the data request is 
transferred to the lower-order device and when the pertinent data are sent 
from the lower-order device, they are transferred to the host device. Thus, 
when the number of the hierarchically connected data preservation device is 
increased/ reduced, constitution is easily changed so as to provide storage 
capacity suited to the required capacity of the data capable of being taken 
out within practical response time at all times. 
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